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here in its amplest scope to embrace in itself every
detail and item in all the possible circumstances in life,
It is an obvious truth that by arranging the exter-
nal world in which we are living we cannot guarantee
our happiness. Happiness is a state of the mind
arrived at by itself during its transactions with the
external set-ups functioning in time, place and condi-
tion. The objects remaining the same, the same mind
can react differently upon them according to its condi-
tion at the time of the reaction. Thus, pudding which
is always sweet, may taste unsatisfactorily bitter when
the mind that plays behind the tongue is embittered
by some immediate sorrow or pain. It is, in fact,
only a statement of truth, which is obvious and
yet rarely recognised, when Nachiketas says that no
man can be made happy by wealth only; in life we
are too often meeting with sad rich men. Even
millionaires are often known to have committed
suicide.
"Again/* argues Nachiketas, "having gained all
the wealth a man can enjoy, they are available only
till such time as he has not met with Lord Death."
A dead man shall need no more, not even a penny
out of his rich coffers !
This very same portion in the stanza can also be
interpreted to mean that having met thee, Oh Lord
Death, who can go back poor ? Here, it means that
a mere "darshan* of Lord Death is sufficient to bless
the devoted with all material gains and as such, Nachi-
ketas means to say that it would be unwise to spend